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Date:

Dear:

requestsanevaluation of its Apple iPad based, ForeFlight Mobile in-ap-

plication,electronicAeronauticalWeatherBriefingfor approval by the Federal Aviation Administration

(FAA)at(locationwheretheevaluationisrequested). This device and software combination has been

evaluatedbythemanufacturerandisbelievedtoadequately meet the requirements for acceptance as

a certificateholders’/programmanagers’OpSpecs/MSpecs A010 weather source provider, as outlined

in the FAAOrder8900.1,Volume3,Chapter26,Section 2. Appropriate hardware and software configu-
ration controlprocedureshavebeenestablishedand are listed below for your review and approval.
 

The AppleiPadisa“Portable”(dependingoninstallation) Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) that is used ex-
tensivelybytheaviationcommunityinbothcommercial and private operations. It has gone through

rigorousRapidDecompressionevaluationandhasmet the Radio Technical Commission for Aeronau-
tics (RTCA)DO-160,EnvironmentalConditionsandTest Procedures for Airborne Equipment, up to the

maximumoperatingaltitudeoftheaircraftinwhichthe EFB is to be used.
 

ForeFlightMobileiscategorizedasaTypeBapplication. The manufacturer believes that ForeFlight

Mobile’sin-applicationAeronauticalWeatherBriefing information meets the FAA requirements for the

following phases of flight:
 

• PreflightPlanning

• Departure,

• En-route,

• and Arrival

 

In order to meetthesehighstandards,ForeFlightMobile has sourced all data for each phase of flight

from reliablepartners,includingWeatherDecisionsTechnologies (WDT). WDT and ForeFlight have

both been recognizedasQualifiedInternetCommunication Providers (QICP). Although the FAA no

longer requiresoperatorstoutilizeQICPvendors,both of their services continue to meet the previous-
ly defined performancecriteriaestablishedunderthe QICP program. Data delivered by WDT includes

METARs, TAFs,windsaloftandimageryfortheentire flight planning process. ForeFlight Mobile’s
servers automaticallycheckforupdatedweatherinformation every minute of the day. Likewise, WDT

updates airportweatherinformationwheneveritchanges. If a more current observation is available, it
is downloadedimmediatelyandthedisplayisupdated. WDT continuously updates Radar and Satellite

imagery every3minutesintheForeFlightMobileapplication. In addition, WDT provides the best and

most accuratecommerciallyavailablecompositeradar data there is for pilots. WDT provides the follow-
ing graphicalandtextualweatherproductstoForeFlight Mobile:

• PIREPs/AircraftReports

• CompositeReflectivityradarforCONUSandCanada

• InfraredSatellite(Global)
• VisibleSatelliteImagery(Global)
• Lightning

• MesocycloneandTornado/TVS
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The National Weather Service (NWS), one of three FAA approved sources for weather reporting and

forecasting, supplies the majority of the textual weather information delivered through ForeFlight

Mobile. The weather products and information displayed in ForeFlight Mobile are “repackaged”
weather, per the FAA’s definition, and thus suitable for:
 

• Weather reports and forecasts for origin, destination and alternate airports

• Weather reports and forecasts for airports located along the route of flight

• Field Condition (FICON) reports at origin, destination and alternate airports

• Winds aloft

• PIREPS, and

• AIRMETS, SIGMETS, convective SIGMETS, and Volcanic Ash Advisories (when in effect) for the 

entire route.

 

“Repackaged” weather information provided by ForeFlight Mobile is simply the retransmission of

weather information obtained directly from the NWS. This retransmission is in the form of an Aeronau-
tical Weather Briefing that must be reviewed within ForeFlight Mobile before a flight plan can be filed

from the application. The Weather Briefing itself can be kept electronically for attachment to – and for

later review of – the dispatch/flight release.
 

ForeFlight Weather Briefings and Flight Plan Summaries are stored on the iPad, Web, and emailed to

the address shown in the electronic File & Brief form. A copy of each is also emailed to the ForeFlight

account holder’s email address, if the two addresses are not the same. Account holder’s emails can ei-
ther be personal or to an administrator for the company. To show a previous briefing, pilots can tap the

Briefing button again when viewing a previously filed flight plan within the application. Also, existing

briefings can be refreshed to show the latest data. It is necessary to have an active network connection

in order to refresh or obtain a briefing.
 

ForeFlight Mobile weather information is accessed via the Public Internet. ForeFlight Mobile can be

updated via Wi-Fi, 4G, 3G and Edge networks, depending on the device configuration, the carrier and

the available network connectivity.
 

We believe the performance and reliability of the ForeFlight Mobile application has adequately proven

to meet the Aeronautical Weather Briefing requirements common to all Air Carrier Flight Departments.
We respectfully submit our request for your approval.
 

Sincerely, 


